[image: image1.jpg]



SEAN COCCHIA PROMOTED TO SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 
BUSINESS PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT FOR
DISNEY CHANNELS WORLDWIDE

BURBANK, October 9, 2008 . . . Sean Cocchia has been promoted to the global role of Senior Vice President, Business Planning and Development, Disney Channels Worldwide, it was announced today by Rich Ross, President, Disney Channels Worldwide, to whom he reports.  Cocchia most recently served as the group's Vice President, Business Development.
(Editors please note:  a photo is available at disneychannelmedianet.com; registration required.)

In his new role Cocchia is charged with strategic oversight and business planning for Disney Channels Worldwide, and with developing long-term vision and growth strategies.  He is also involved in evaluating new business opportunities, new channels, potential acquisitions and opportunities for business improvement. 
In making the announcement, Rich Ross said, "Sean is a strategic and well-regarded professional, and this promotion recognizes his contribution to maximizing our opportunities to further build Disney Channel in the global marketplace."

Cocchia joined The Walt Disney Company in July 1998 as a Senior Analyst in Corporate Strategic Planning, focusing on the Company's International Television and Studio businesses.  In that role he worked on operating plans for new television initiatives for Walt Disney Television International, as well as evaluating and implementing new strategies and investments for the Studio's business units, including Buena Vista Home Entertainment and Walt Disney Television Animation.
He was promoted to Executive Director, Business Management for Disney Channel U.S. in August 2004 and to Vice President, Business Development, Disney Channels Worldwide, in July 2005.

Before joining Disney, Cocchia was an investment banking analyst with Credit Suisse First Boston's Media and Telecommunications Group, where he was charged with developing business models to determine the financial and market impacts of mergers, divestitures and financing for such clients as The Walt Disney Company, Hearst-Argyle Television, The E.W. Scripps Company and Cox Enterprises.

Cocchia graduated magna cum laude from University of Notre Dame with a Bachelor of Business Administration degree in Finance.  He currently resides in Los Angeles.
Disney Channels Worldwide is a portfolio of 94 kid-driven, family inclusive entertainment channels and/or channel feeds available in 163 countries in 32 languages, spanning Disney Channel, Toon Disney, Playhouse Disney, Disney Cinemagic, Hungama, GXT, Jetix and Radio Disney brands.  Through cable, satellite and digital terrestrial television channels and a strategic partnership with Disney-ABC-ESPN Television for the third-party distribution of Disney-branded kids' programming across the globe, Disney Channels Worldwide reach more than 600 million viewers in the U.S., Europe, the Middle East, Asia Pacific, Latin America and South Africa.  Disney Channel properties continue to rapidly expand into new markets across the world, playing a key role in introducing the Disney brand to new consumers.

Editors Note:  A channel and a channel feed are counted separately if the channel feed is a separate visual feed or the channel feed transmits in a different language to a specific country from the main channel.  If a channel is transmitted in two or more languages but with the same visual feed, it is counted as a single channel.

Press Contact:

Patti McTeague

(818) 955-6743

-- Disney Channels Worldwide --
