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DISNEY CHANNEL'S "HANDY MANNY" WINS 
2008 ENVIRONMENTAL MEDIA AWARD FOR 
BEST CHILDREN'S LIVE ACTION/ANIMATED TELEVISION PROGRAM
BURBANK, November 14, 2008. . . "Handy Manny," Disney Channel's acclaimed multicultural series for preschoolers, was honored with an Environmental Media Award for Best Children's Live Action/Animated Television Program at the 18th Annual Environmental Media Awards held last night in Los Angeles.  The series was honored for an episode entitled "Sculptor Manny/Manny Goes Solar," which features storylines on recycling and solar energy, written by Sheila Dinsmore and Mike Rabb.  Wilmer Valderrama, the voice of Manny Garcia in the series, attended the ceremony.
An upcoming episode, focusing on water conservation, premieres WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 (9:00 a.m., ET/PT) during the Playhouse Disney block on Disney Channel.
(Editors please note: Images, screeners and clips are available at www.disneychannelmedianet.com.  Registration required).
"We're thrilled that 'Handy Manny' has been recognized by the Environmental Media Association and we look forward to continuing to produce more episodes showcasing these important themes to preschoolers and their families," said Paula Rosenthal, Vice President, Original Programming, Playhouse Disney.
"Handy Manny" is among TV's Top 10 series for preschoolers, and its affinity among parents is strong due to its approach to stories set in a multi-cultural and multi-generational community and a curriculum that models problem solving.   
The series is televised in 108 countries and in 17 languages.  Since its premiere, "Handy Manny" has garnered a NAMIC Vision Award and a Media Access Award, a Genesis Awards honorable mention, and Imagen and Alma Award nominations.  

Currently in production on its third season, "Handy Manny" stars handyman Manny Garcia, a helpful, determined young man who, with the assistance of his eclectic set of talking tools, is the town's expert when it comes to repairing all that's not working, even friendships among neighbors.  The curriculum of "Handy Manny" is designed to infuse young viewers with an enthusiasm to take on life's challenges while teaching them basic Spanish words and phrases and exposing them to aspects of Latin culture.  
"Handy Manny" airs weekdays at 9:00 a.m. ET/PT and weekends at 10:30 a.m. ET/PT.  

Rick Gitelson is executive producer and story editor.  Susan Blu is the voice director and Charles E. Bastien is the director.  "Handy Manny" is a production of Nelvana Limited in association with Disney Channel.
Playhouse Disney, seen in a daily programming block on Disney Channel U.S. and on Playhouse Disney channels around the world, encourages preschoolers to imagine and learn through original series, short-form and acquired programming that includes song, movement and entertainment.  Guided by an established curriculum, Playhouse Disney supports multiple areas of child development:  physical, emotional, social and cognitive; thinking and creative skills as well as moral and ethical development through carefully constructed themes, storylines and endearing characters.
The series carries a TV-Y Parental Guideline.
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