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DISNEY CHANNEL TO PREMIERE SECOND SEASON OF HIT PRESCHOOL SERIES, "MY FRIENDS TIGGER & POOH," ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
-- Season Premiere Weekend to Feature New Darby-Themed Episodes --
BURBANK, September 11, 2008 . . . Disney Channel will premiere the second season of its hit preschool series "My Friends Tigger & Pooh" on  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 (8:30-9:30 a.m. ET/PT) during the learning-focused Playhouse Disney programming block.  New Darby-themed episodes will air throughout the weekend. 

(Editors please note:  Images are available for downloading at www.disneychannelmedianet.com.  Registration required).

The episode schedule is as follows:  

Saturday, September 27               
8:30 a.m.
"Darby Goes Woozle Sleuthin' / How the Tigger Lost His Stripe"  

Darby and the Super Sleuths lead Lumpy and Roo on an adventurous search for the mysterious Woozle Wizard's tree.  Then, when Tigger notices one of his stripes is missing, he calls upon the Super Sleuths to help him find it.  Parental Guideline: TV-Y
 
9:00 a.m.
"Tigger Gets Bounced / Super Sleuths Wait Forever"
When Rabbit's Bouncing Machine outbounces Tigger, Tigger swears off bouncing forever.  Then the Super Sleuths help Tigger and Roo pass the time while waiting for Kanga's cookies to be done.  
Parental Guideline: TV-Y

Sunday, September 28
8:30 a.m.
"Small's World After All / Darby's Fog-Gone Mystery"
Tigger and Pooh "bug-sit" for Rabbit's friend Small.  Then, when the fog prevents Roo and Lumpy from playing their favorite game, Darby and the Sleuths soon discover that playing in the fog is more fun than getting rid of it.  Parental Guideline: TV-Y
9:00 a.m.
"Pooh's Cookie Tree / Lumpy Joins In"
Pooh discovers a cookie tree in the Hundred Acre Wood.  Then, when Lumpy wants to try out for Rabbit's choir, the Super Sleuths help him find the perfect song to sing.  Parental Guideline: TV-Y
"My Friends Tigger & Pooh" premiered in May 2007 and ranked as the #2 new preschool series on broadcast and cable with kids 2-5 for 2007.  2008 to-date, the series ranks #1 in its weekend time period versus all broadcast and basic cable 

competition (source: Nielsen Star Media).  Worldwide, 2Q08 ratings have also been impressive, with the series ranking #1 in its time periods versus all channels, cable channels or all free TV channels in at least nine countries.  "My Friends Tigger & Pooh" is the #1 series for preschoolers on all cable television in Mexico, and #2 in Argentina and Colombia, behind "Mickey Mouse Clubhouse." 

Beautifully-rendered in CG animation, a first for A.A. Milne's classic characters, "My Friends Tigger & Pooh" reflects the traditional qualities of the original series while introducing a whole new generation of kids to Winnie the Pooh, Tigger, Piglet, Eeyore and other favorites, plus Lumpy and new neighbor Darby.  Each episode revolves around the solving of a mystery in the Hundred Acre Wood, with the help of Super Sleuths Tigger, Pooh and Darby, and features an interactive curriculum to encourage the youngest viewer to apply "reflective" thinking skills.

"My Friends Tigger & Pooh" regularly airs weekdays at 9:30 a.m. ET/PT and weekends at 8:30 a.m. ET/PT on Disney Channel.  The series is produced by Walt Disney Television Animation and a team of children's entertainment and child development experts.  Brian Hohlfeld ("Pooh's Heffalump Movie," "Piglet's Big Movie" and "A Very Merry Pooh Year") is executive producer.

Playhouse Disney, seen in a daily programming block on Disney Channel U.S. and on 12 Playhouse Disney channels around the world, encourages preschoolers to imagine and learn through original series, short-form and acquired programming that includes song, movement and entertainment.  Guided by an established curriculum, Playhouse Disney supports multiple areas of child development:  physical, emotional, social and cognitive; thinking and creative skills, as well as moral and ethical development through carefully constructed themes, storylines and endearing characters.
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