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DISNEY CHANNEL ORDERS THIRD SEASON OF 
HIT MULTICULTURAL PLAYHOUSE DISNEY SERIES, "HANDY MANNY"
BURBANK, October 15, 2008. . . Disney Channel has ordered a third season of its acclaimed multicultural series for preschoolers, "Handy Manny," for its learning-focused Playhouse Disney programming block.  The announcement was made today by Nancy Kanter, Senior Vice President, Playhouse Disney Worldwide. Wilmer Valderrama stars as the voice of handyman Manny Garcia, a helpful, determined young man who, with the assistance of his eclectic set of talking tools, is the town's expert when it comes to repairing all that's not working, even friendships among neighbors.
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"'Handy Manny' has proven to be a global success for us, with kids all over the world falling in love with Manny, his tools and all their Sheet Rock Hills neighbors," said Kanter.  "Wilmer and our stellar voice cast bring a genuine warmth and sincerity to the characters and stories.  We look forward to working with them on what is sure to be an engaging third season."

Storylines planned for the third season, which will consist of 35 new episodes, include a family reunion for Manny, an earthquake in Sheet Rock Hills, Manny and the tools helping a marine biologist save a beached whale, and Manny's tools forming their own music band.  Returning in recurring roles for season three are Lance Bass ("Dancing with the Stars") as the klutzy yet good-natured "surfer dude" Elliot, and Shelley Morrison ("Will and Grace") as the grandmotherly Mrs. Portillo.  Jim Belushi will play Sheet Rock Hills' drawbridge operator, Sal. 

Since its premiere, "Handy Manny" has garnered a NAMIC Vision Award and a Media Access Award, a Genesis Awards honorable mention, and Imagen and Alma Award nominations.  The series is currently a nominee for the 18th Annual Environmental Media Association Awards for an episode about recycling and solar energy. 

For 3Q08, "Handy Manny" ranks among the top 10 series on all TV and ranked as the #2 Playhouse Disney series with kids 2-5, behind "Mickey Mouse Clubhouse."  In 2Q08, the series reached over 56.6 million unduplicated viewers worldwide – ranking among the top 5 highest rated series with preschoolers on Disney Channel/Playhouse Disney in Canada, Italy, Japan, Philippines, Sweden, the UK and the U.S., and among the top 2 programs in its time period in Argentina, Australia, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Japan, the Philippines and in the U.S. on both weekdays and weekends. 
In addition to imparting life lessons about working together, communication and setting goals, the series language curriculum employs demonstrated techniques to help viewers 


comprehend and retain Spanish words and phrases.  Language specialist Dr. Rose Marie Garcia Fontana is the series' language consultant, Marcela Davison Aviles is the cultural consultant and Dr. Renee Cherow O'Leary is curriculum advisor.  

The series features a theme song written and performed by renowned East Los Angeles rockers Los Lobos, and a lively underscore by Emmy and Grammy Award-winning composer Fernando Rivas.  Rick Gitelson is executive producer and story editor.  Susan Blu is the voice director and Charles E. Bastien is the director.  "Handy Manny" is a production of Nelvana Limited in association with Disney Channel.
"Handy Manny" airs weekdays at 9:00 a.m. ET/PT and weekends at 10:30 a.m. ET/PT during Disney Channel's Playhouse Disney programming block for preschoolers.  

Playhouse Disney, seen in a daily programming block on Disney Channel U.S. and on 12 Playhouse Disney channels around the world, encourages preschoolers to imagine and learn through original series, short-form and acquired programming that includes song, movement and entertainment.  Guided by an established curriculum, Playhouse Disney supports multiple areas of child development:  physical, emotional, social and cognitive; thinking and creative skills as well as moral and ethical development through carefully constructed themes, storylines and endearing characters.
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