
[image: image1.jpg]r Risvep




December 2, 2009
PRESCHOOLERS' FAVORITE CHARACTER HANDY MANNY HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTANCE OF WASHING HANDS ESPECIALLY DURING FLU SEASON, 
IN AN INTERSTITIAL SEGMENT PREMIERING 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 ON DISNEY CHANNEL
Handy Manny, a hugely popular character among the preschool set and star of Disney Channel's hit series "Handy Manny," highlights the importance of washing hands and offers other tips to prevent the spread of germs, especially during flu season, in a new interstitial segment premiering FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 (9:25 a.m. ET/PT) during Playhouse Disney, the learning-focused programming block for preschoolers seen daily on Disney Channel.  The interstitial will recur multiple times daily and will be available at PlayhouseDisney.com, with a link to the Center for Disease Control's flu prevention micro-site and printable tips for parents on how to prevent and treat the flu. 
(Editors please note: images and clips are available at www.DisneyChannelmedianet.com)

A Top 10 TV series with preschoolers age 2-5, the Emmy-nominated "Handy Manny," which is set in a multicultural, multi-generational community and follows a curriculum that models problem solving, is available in over 140 countries and in 23 languages.  (Source: NTI, 4Q09 to date (9/28/09-11/22/09, U.S. ratings, most current), ranked among preschool targeted series.)
"Handy Manny" airs weekdays at 9:00 a.m., ET/PT and weekends at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., ET/PT during Disney Channel's Playhouse Disney programming block for preschoolers. The series carries a TV-Y parental guideline.
Playhouse Disney, seen in a daily programming block on Disney Channel U.S. and on 21 Playhouse Disney channels around the world, encourages preschoolers to imagine and learn through original series, short-form and acquired programming that includes song, movement and entertainment.  Guided by an established curriculum, Playhouse Disney supports multiple areas of child development:  physical, emotional, social and cognitive; thinking and creative skills as well as moral and ethical development through carefully constructed themes, storylines and endearing characters.
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