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August 31, 2009
ANIMALS ON WHEELS ROLL ONTO DISNEY CHANNEL WITH PREMIERE OF 
NEW PLAYHOUSE DISNEY ANIMATED SERIES "JUNGLE JUNCTION,"
MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
Series for Preschoolers Emphasizes Appreciation of the Environment; 

Pre-Literacy Skills Through Use of Signs and Maps

"Jungle Junction," a new animated Playhouse Disney series for preschoolers that follows a group of fun-loving animals on wheels as they explore a unique jungle, will premiere MONDAY, OCTOBER 5 (10:00-10:30 a.m., ET/PT) on Disney Channel. Produced in the United Kingdom, the fast-paced adventure emphasizes an appreciation of the environment while highlighting pre-literacy skills through the use of road signs and symbols.
(Editors please note: Images, clips and episode are available at www.disneychannelmedianet.com. Registration required).

A sneak peek of the series will debut SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 (7:48-7:59 p.m., ET/PT), immediately following the premiere of Disney Channel's primetime special, "Handy Manny's Motorcycle Adventure" (7:00-7:45 p.m., ET/PT). Mini-marathons of the series will follow the premiere on Sunday, October 11 (7:00-9:00 a.m., ET/PT) and Sunday, November 1 (7:00-9:00 a.m., ET/PT). 
A full-length preview will be available on demand on Cablevision, Time Warner and Verizon FiOS TV on Monday, September 28. The premiere episode will be available at PlayhouseDisney.com on October 5 immediately following the television premiere. Mobile providers Sprint TV and MobiTV will simulcast all linear airings of the series. In addition, PlayhouseDisney.com will highlight a "Jungle Junction" supersite featuring themed games and activities.

Part animal, part vehicle, the inhabitants of Jungle Junction, also known as "Wheelers," include Zooter, an energetic pink pig scooter who is the town messenger, her best friend Ellyvan, a cross between an elephant and a van who serves as the jungle delivery service, and the Beetlebugs, the playful kids of the jungle who are always eager to learn. Other residents include Hippobus, a full-fledged school bus complete with internal seats and windows, Dozer, an enthusiastic maintenance vehicle with a love of digging, and Bungo, the official sign maker and installer who tries to ensure everything in the jungle runs as smoothly as possible.

Each humorous episode follows one of the key characters as they overcome a problem by working with their friends. The action of the series takes place in the idyllic and lush riverside town of Jungle Junction, which is surrounded by an unending desert. Much care and consideration is needed to ensure the survival of the jungle, which is a core theme of the show. The spaghetti-like road system features turntables, roundabouts and crossings, and the brightly colored houses are made from local materials. 

"Jungle Junction" is designed to encourage preschoolers to think about their impact on the natural world. Storylines promote positive environmental messages with characters that have an understanding of the fragile nature of their surroundings and the need to respect that. In addition, pre-literacy skills are emphasized through the use of road signs, traffic lights, maps and icons placed throughout the jungle setting. Interactive beats ask viewers to decipher these symbols as part of the story in an effort to develop preschoolers' understanding of their meaning in the everyday world. 
"Jungle Junction" was created by Trevor Ricketts ("Shaun the Sheep"). Erica Darby ("Monkey Dust") is executive producer and Morgan Francis ("Father & Daughter") is director. "Jungle Junction" is a production of Spider Eye Animation in association with Disney Channel.

Playhouse Disney, seen in a daily programming block on Disney Channel U.S. and on 21 Playhouse Disney channels around the world, encourages preschoolers to imagine and learn through original series, short-form and acquired programming that includes song, movement and entertainment. Guided by an established curriculum, Playhouse Disney supports multiple areas of child development: physical, emotional, social and cognitive; thinking and creative skills as well as moral and ethical development through carefully constructed themes, storylines and endearing characters.
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